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“Tell What You Know”
Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 May 8, 2016

Some years ago, I was on a trip with the Outreach 
Foundation to visit Presbyterian Churches in Brazil. On 
one clear night we were far away from the city lights. We 
looked up and saw the heavens filled with countless stars. 
For the first time in my life, I saw the Southern Cross and 
realized that I was looking at a different night sky than 
what I see at home. When we gaze at the stars, we have a 
taste of what David felt when he wrote: “The heavens are 
telling the glory of God and the firmament proclaims God’s 
handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). 

At the end of his gospel and at the beginning of Acts, 
Luke tells us that after the resurrection Jesus spends forty 
days with his disciples before he ascends into heaven. 
When Jesus is lifted from the earth, a cloud covers him. 
The disciples can’t take their eyes off the sight of God’s 
handiwork. They remember that he had told them that they 
would be his witnesses in the entire world. They begin to 
tell others what they know to be true about Jesus. 

What do they tell? They tell others that the resurrection 
of Jesus is not the end of the story. Jesus ascends into 
heaven to rule over heaven and earth. The Creed tells us 
that he is “seated at the right hand of God.” It is the place of 
honor, intimacy and power. Luke is the only writer to give 
us a picture of the ascension of Jesus, but the theme runs 
throughout the New Testament. The cloud which takes 
Jesus from sight is not some cloud coverage on an overcast 
day; the cloud is the sign of God’s glory. In the wilderness 
wanderings, the children of Israel would have been lost if 
it had not been for God’s presence as a cloud by day and 
a pillar of fire by night. Jesus is our North Star and our 
Southern Cross lighting our way. 

Jesus rules over heaven and earth. The ascension of Jesus 
affirms that no matter how things look, the Lord reigns. His 
rule may appear to be hidden and misunderstood. His way 
is God’s way in the world; it is the path of self-giving love. 
Such love is the only power strong enough to transform 
human hearts and change the course of history. Force may 
restrain evil, but only love can transform evil. Walls may 
separate hostile communities, but only love can change 
enemies into friends. Being popular at school may provide 

a limited kind of security, but only love lasts forever. 
Even though we only see glimpses of the power of Jesus in 

the courageous sacrifices of people of faith, we believe that 
one day his rule will be manifest in all the earth. The saints 
are those who keep their eyes on Jesus and live their lives for 
others through the power of forgiveness, generosity, justice 
and peace. The saints are not just those whose names we 
know and whom history remembers, they are those who 
raise their children to know Jesus, who build ramps for 
people imprisoned in their homes, who stand up at school 
for the kids who get picked on, who provide food for the 
hungry, who teach the Bible to a new generation and who 
work to reconcile their neighbors. You and I are called to 
be saints together as we, through our words and deeds, tell 
what we know to be true about Jesus. The world may think 
such small acts do not matter, but they stand as witnesses to 
the reign of Jesus. 

Secondly, when we affirm that Jesus “ascended into 
heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty,” we are also declaring that the risen Lord, who 
is fully human and fully divine, enters into the heavenly 
realm. He brings our humanity into the heart of God. Jesus 
does not shed his human nature or dispose of his bodily 
form in order to be with God. We no longer see the Lord 
in his resurrected body because he has entered heaven to be 
with God. We are witnesses of these things. 

The 20th century theologian, Karl Barth, focused much 
of his writings on the otherness and the holiness of God and 
on the separation between God and sinful humanity. Only 
because of God’s great love for us in Jesus Christ can we 
know anything about God at all. Only God’s love in Jesus 
Christ can overcome the vast chasm between God and a 
fallen world. God turns toward us in Jesus Christ, becomes 
one of us and enfolds us in divine grace like a mother 
enfolds her newborn baby in her loving arms. In Jesus, 
God embraces our humanity. Through the resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus, Barth declares that we can now 
speak of the humanity of God. Barth writes that the deity 
of God “encloses humanity in itself ” (p. 50, The Humanity 
of God). The ascension of Jesus means that the risen Lord 
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is our advocate with God. Jesus knows what it is to be 
human. William Placher has written, “Jesus, our friend and 
brother, who knows the beauties and the sorrows of this 
earth so intimately, is there in the highest place of honor 
and influence” (p. 189, Jesus the Savior). 

Jesus brings our deepest needs to God even when God 
can seem distant and unapproachable. Jesus intercedes for 
us. Some years ago a young man began visiting my former 
congregation. He seemed to be a very happy young adult 
with a deep faith, lots of friends and job he enjoyed. Over 
lunch one day, I commented on his positive outlook and 
asked him to tell me a little bit about himself. He told me 
that he wasn’t always so happy. In fact, he was miserable in 
middle school. He felt awkward; he had no real friends; he 
didn’t seem to fit in anywhere. He was bullied by the other 
kids. He was afraid, anxious and depressed. He said that the 
only thing that kept him going was what his youth leader 
said. She said that no matter who you are or what you are 
going through, Jesus is with you. He loves you and takes 
your pain into the very heart of God. It was her words, he 
said, that kept him going until he began to be able to love 
himself as he knew Jesus loved him. He told what he knew 
to be true about Jesus. 

Finally, Jesus ascends into heaven in order to send the 
Holy Spirit as God’s abiding presence with us. After the 
resurrection, Jesus stays with the disciples to help them 
understand all that happened. Then he promises to send 
the Holy Spirit as a continuing guide and teacher. The 
Spirit will give the disciples the courage to witness in a 
dangerous world, the words to say when they are all but 
speechless, and the comfort they need when they fall flat on 
their faces. When Jesus goes away into heaven, he doesn’t 
go away in order to distance himself from the disciples. He 
will continue to be with them in a new and more intimate 
form. The Holy Spirit takes these stammering disciples 
and transforms them into apostles sent out in the name of 
Jesus. Next Sunday on Pentecost, we will hear more about 
the Spirit who forms and empowers the people of God. 

Today we need to know that Jesus is with us in the Holy 
Spirit so that we may participate in the ongoing ministry of 
the Risen Lord. The Holy Spirit gives us courage, wisdom 
and comfort. The Holy Spirit gives us the right word to say 
when our minds go blank and we stumble for words. Jesus 
sends us out to be witnesses just like those first disciples.  
What about those first disciples? When Jesus ascends 
into heaven, the disciples keep on staring into space like 
stargazers who just can’t tear themselves away. There is 
more than a little bit of irony in the words of the angels. The 
angels say, “Hey! Why do you keep staring into space? Get 

on with it. Didn’t he tell you to go to Jerusalem?” I wonder 
if the disciples would have stayed there all day, looking in 
puzzled astonishment and thinking they are clueless about 
doing what Jesus asks. 

Sometimes we just keep gazing at the stars instead of 
getting on with it. Isn’t it interesting that the central and 
much beloved stained glass window in our chancel is the 
Ascension window? Those who are new in the congregation 
may not know that this Tiffany window was brought to this 
sanctuary from our downtown church. In fact, the chancel 
was designed to incorporate the window. We love looking 
at it. I love looking at it. Do we gaze upon it in order to 
lose ourselves in it? Or, do we gaze upon it in order to 
draw our strength from it? In other words, are we like the 
disciples who just couldn’t take their eyes off the cloud that 
enveloped Jesus and were slow to get on with what Jesus had 
called them to do? This Ascension window gives us a sense 
of our vocation. Our vocation is to be his witnesses. Our 
calling is to tell what we know.  

Today we receive our Confirmation Class. I want to say 
a word to you.  In professing your faith in Jesus Christ, you 
are promising to be his witnesses wherever you go.  You are 
called to tell what you know and tell about your experiences 
of God.  I want you to look at this window. It tells us that 
Jesus rules both heaven and earth and therefore we have 
nothing to fear.  It tells us that Jesus takes our human needs 
into the being of God.  It tells that Jesus leaves us here so that 
we might carry out his mission in the world until he comes 
again.  

Take a good look at it. Now, go and tell others what you 
know.  


